Michigan Cougar Confirmations by area compiled by the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy:  

LOWER PENINSULA - Provided to ECN on 5/13/2003

*  SLEEPING BEAR DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE AND VICINITY in Benzie and Leelanau Counties, MI

Cougar tracks identified in 2001-2003 by Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy, P.O. Box 393, Bath, MI 48808; Dr. Mark Whalen, professor of biology Michigan State University, 517-351-8327; Paul Saam, 407 N. Main, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (experienced with cougar sign in Utah); Emily McKinney, naturalist, National Park Service, P.O. Box 178, Empire, MI 49630; others.

Sightings of cougars by National Park Service staff (Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, 9922 Front Street, Empire, MI 49630, 231-326-5135)

Max Holden

Kym Mukavetz

Mike Dickinson

Several others

The National Park Service is now compiling cougar sighting data and track evidence at Sleeping Bear Dunes.

*  ROSCOMMON COUNTY

Cougar DNA in two scats (5/02) analyzed by Dr. Brad Swanson, Dept. of Biology, Central Michigan University.

Tracks identified by Dr. Patrick Rusz; cougar seen by outdoor writer during field session with Dr. Rusz 5/02.

*  ALCONA COUNTY

Cougar sighted and tracks identified by Michigan Department of Natural Resources wildlife biologist Larry Robinson on 7/6/98.

Cougar DNA in scat (2002) collected by Dr. Patrick Rusz and analyzed by CMU.

Cougar photographed by James Deutsch in 1997; copies held by MDNR, Dr. Patrick Rusz, Detroit Free Press, and others.

*  EMMET COUNTY

Cougar scats found (2002), one confirmed by DNA analysis.

*  PRESQUE ISLE COUNTY

Cougar DNA is scat (2002) collected by Michigan Wildlife Conservancy and analyzed by CMU.

*  MASON COUNTY

Cougar sighted on 7/9/02 by Timothy Dickinson, U.S. Forest Service, Baldwin and White Cloud Ranger Districts, 650 North Michigan Ave., Baldwin, MI 49304.  Report on file.

*  CHEBOYGAN COUNTY

Tracks identified and photographed in 2001 by Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

UPPER PENINSULA - Provided to ECN on 6/17/03

*  DELTA COUNTY

Cougar DNA in a scat collected in 2001, analyzed by Dr. Brad Swanson, Dept. of Biology, Central Michigan University

Cougar track identified in 2001 by Michael Zuidema, retired MDNR Forester (906-786-3137) and Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

Cougar track identified in 2000 by Michael Zuidema.

Video tape made in September 2002 of a young cougar.  Site and video analyzed by Michael Zuidema and Dr. Patrick Rusz.

Cougar sighted in 1983 by Michael Zuidema.  

Cougar sighted in 1966 by Franci Opolka, then Conservation Officer, later Deputy Director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

*  MENOMINEE COUNTY

Cougar DNA in two scats collected in 2002, analyzed by Central Michigan University.

Cougar DNA in bone fragments from cougar wounded in 1984.  Analysis by Colorado State University.

Cougar sighting in 1991 by Jim Ekdahl, then District Law Supervisor, MDNR, now Deputy Director, MDNR.

*  DICKINSON COUNTY

Cougar DNA in scat collected in 2002, analyzed by Central Michigan University.

*  CHIPPEWA COUNTY

Cougar skull found in 2001, identified by Michigan State University and others.  Report of site inspection available from Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

*  MACKINAC COUNTY

Sightings of cougar tracks and cougar with cub (2000 – 2003) by Al Herschmen, Wildlife Technician, Hiawatha National Forest, USDA Forest Service, 1798 W. US-2, St. Ignace, MI 49781 (906-643-8759).

Cougar tracks seen in 2001 by Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

*  GOGEBIC COUNTY

Cougar sighted in 2001 by Bernie Ylkanen, retired Regional Fisheries Biologist, MDNR.

*  ONTONOGAN COUNTY

Cougar tracks found in 1977 by David LaPointe, Assistant Park Manager of Porcupine Mountains State Park.  His account was published in Michigan Natural Resources Magazine, an official publication of the MDNR.

*  SCHOOLCRAFT COUNTY

Cougar tracks and cougar-killed deer seen in 2001 by Dr. Patrick Rusz, Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

